TORPOINT 

Urban  District  Council. 

ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND 

Surveyor. 


1909. 


SYDNEY  G.  VINTER, 

D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  L.R.C.P.  Lond. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ROLAND  H.  BEAUMONT, 

Assoc.  M.  Inst.  C.E. 

Surveyor  and  Inspector. 


DEVONPORT : 

WOOD  &  TOZER,  PRINTERS  AND  STATIONERS,  39,  FORE  STREET, 


TO  THE 
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Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  for  your  District,  which 
was  created  an  Urban  District  in  1904.  It  is  the  first  year  during  which  the 
offices  of  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  have  been  combined,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Beaumont,  Ass.  M.I.C.E.,  having  been  appointed  to  the  dual  office  at  the  end 
of  1908.  The  number  of  certificates  of  water  supply  to  new  dwelling-houses 
was  10,  as  compared  with  11  and  15  respectively  for  the  previous  two  years. 
Although  building  is  only  progressing  slowly,  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there 
are  fewer  vacant  houses  than  in  any  previous  year  of  the  Urban  District’s 
existence. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Through  some  very  careful  work,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  leaks, 
the  Surveyor  found,  by  means  of  Deacon’s  meters,  that  there  was  a  loss  of 
4,200  gallons  per  hour,  this  he  succeeded  in  reducing  to  950  gallons,  which 
includes  the  amount  used  during  the  night,  thus  preventing  a  loss  of  78,000 
gallons  per  day.  The  analytical  report  of  the  Clinical  Research  Association 
of  the  Town’s  supply,  dated  November  20th,  1909,  justifies  the  opinion  of  their 
Analyst  that,  “  the  water  is  of  a  fair  degree  of  organic  purity  and  of  moderate 
hardness.”  The  town  has  been  on  full  supply  during  the  whole  year,  and 
the  pressure  at  the  higher  portions  of  the  town  has  been  better  maintained. 
Under  these  improved  conditions,  the  urgency  of  finding  a  new  supply  is 
lessened,  pending  greater  requirements  either  by  the  growth  of  the  town,  or 
government,  or  other  needs. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

One  milk  business  carried  on  in  a  house  which,  though  good  in  itself, 
was  not  suitable  for  the  business  has,  on  my  advice,  been  removed  to  other 
premises  well  suited  for  the  purpose.  One  farm  yard  which  had  not  been 
well  kept  has,  after  notice  from  the  Council,  been  looked  after  satisfactorily. 
The  milk  supply,  both  that  produced  in  the  district  and  that  imported  from 
the  immediate  neighbourhood,  is  excellent.  The  duty  of  taking  samples 
devolves  upon  the  Police.  The  dairies,  cow-sheds,  and  milk  shops  are  well 
kept. 
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OTHER  FOODS. 

There  have  been  no  cases  reported  of  unsound  food  during  the  year. 
The  slaughter-houses,  3  in  number,  are  well  kept ;  occasional  visits  have  been 
made  during  the  preparation  of  the  meat,  there  have  been  no  carcases  or 
parts  of  carcases  condemned  for  tuberculosis. 


SEWERAGE. 

A  new  sewer  has  been  laid  in  Macey  Street  and  new  ones  are  in 
contemplation  in  Union  Road,  and  also  in  Antony  Road  to  provide  for  the 
drainage  of  the  new  schools.  The  outfalls  are  into  the  Hamoaze. 


REMOVAL  &  DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  is  done  by  the  public  scavenger  who  holds  a  three  years 
contract,  the  performance  of  the  work  has  not  been  satisfactory  and  the 
scavenger  has  been  warned  that  his  contract  will  be  terminated  unless 
improvement  takes  place.  The  tip  has  been  during  the  year  at  Burough, 
this  is  probably  less  open  to  objection  than  any  other  spot  in  the  district. 


INSANITARY  HOUSES. 

The  number  of  notices  issued  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  houses 
to  be  repaired  and  put  into  proper  sanitary  condition  was  43,  there  were  31 
abatements,  some  of  the  other  12  cases  are  still  pending.  There  was  one 
refusal  and  the  case  was  not  proceeded  with. 

The  Public  Healths  Acts  Amendment  Act  of  1907  was  adopted 
during  the  year,  omitting  sections  39-42,  67  and  Part  vi. 


MIDWIVES  ACT. 

There  are  at  present  no  untrained  midwives  working  in  the  district, 
the  supply  of  a  trained  midwife  being  undertaken  by  the  Torpoint  and  District 
Nursing  Association,  hence  the  low  rate  of  infant  mortality  prevailing  in  the 
district,  as  the  nurses  maintain  an  interest  in  the  children  during  the  first 
few  weeks  of  life,  and  pay  periodical  visits  to  weigh  them ;  there  has 
not  been  a  single  case  among  the  mothers  of  puerpual  troubles. 
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SCHOOLS. 


County  Council  Schools  are  bein^  built  and  will  be  completed  at  the 
end  of  1910  to  replace  the  National  Schools,  at  which,  during  the  recent  re¬ 
laying  of  the  sewer  by  the  Council,  there  were  found  leaking  latrines  and 
defective  drains. 

The  Wesleyan  Schools  are  satisfactory.  Owing  to  an  epidemic  of 
mumps,  the  Infants’  department  of  the  National  Schools  was  closed  for  three 
weeks  from  November  9th,  and  the  whole  school  for  one  week  from  December 
15th,  thus  antedating  the  Christmas  holidays  by  one  week.  The  infants’ 
department  of  the  Wesleyan  Schools  was  also  closed  for  one  week  from 
December  15th.  In  a  circular  issued  by  the  County  Council  in  November,  it 
was  pointed  out,  that  by  the  closing  of  schools  for  epidemic  disease,  the 
County  Authority  lost  approximately  £600  in  Government  grants  in  six 
months.  This  could  be  prevented  at  a  comparatively  small  cost  by  the 
notification  of  whooping  cough,  measles,  and  mumps,  this  being  the  only 
effectual  means  of  stopping  an  epidemic.  At  present  these  disease  are 
thought  too  lightly  of  by  parents  of  children  attending  elementary  schools, 
owing  to  their  not  being  notifiable.  I  paid  frequent  visits  to  the  schools  at 
the  beginning  of,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  epidemic,  for  the  purpose 
of  sending  home  doubtful  children. 

Special  Medical  Officers  have  been  appointed  by  the  County  for 
medical  inspection  of  school  children,  as  to  their  individual  health,  apart  from 
epidemic  disease. 


ROADS. 

The  Council  are  now  taking  steps  for  the  making  of  a  portion  of 
North  Road  by  the  frontagers  in  the  ordinary  course.  I  hope  that  this  is  the 
beginning  of  activity  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  do  away  with  what  is 
acknowledged  to  be  the  disgraceful  condition  of  many  of  the  roads  in 
the  town.  Owing  to  these  roads  being  unmade  private  roads,  no 
scavenging  is  done  in  them,  thus  adding  to  their  neglected  and  unkept 
appearance,  and  in  some  cases  dangerous  condition.  The  Council  have  full 
powers  to  construct  these  roads,  and  no  time  should  be  lost  or  pains  spared 
in  doing  this  very  necessary  work. 
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CONTROL  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulation  of  1908,  the 
names  of  four  poor  persons  were  notified  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Workhouse  as  being  admitted  to  that  institution,  two  others  were  notified  as 
living  in  the  district.  The  Sanitary  Authority  are  willing  to  disinfect  any 
room  which  has  been  occupied  by  a  patient  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and 
there  is  readiness  on  the  part  of  the  public  to  allow  this. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1909  was  4,680,  an 
increase  of  567  since  1904.  The  number  of  births  was  117,  as  compared 
with  163  in  1904,  a  fall  from  39‘7  to  25'0  per  1,000  of  population  in  six  years; 
or  in  other  words  the  number  of  births  is  only  two-thirds  what  it  was  six 
years  ago,  in  spite  of  the  growth  of  the  town  ;  the  average  birth  rate  in  76 
of  the  large  towns  during  the  same  period  was  257.  Of  the  117  births,  58 
were  male  and  59  female.  There  is  a  satisfactory  diminution  in  the  number 
of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  the  average  for  the  last  five  years 
was  13,  this  year  the  number  was  7  ;  or  considered  another  way,  the  rate  per 
1,000  births  was  59’8,  compared  with  118  in  76  large  towns  for  the  same 
period.  The  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  was  58,  giving  a  death  rate  per 
1,000  of  population  of  12'4,  compared  with  14‘9  for  76  large  towns  during  the 
same  period.  There  were  eight  deaths  in  the  Workhouse,  of  which  7  were 
those  of  non-residents. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  17  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year, 
giving  a  rate  of  3‘6  per  1,000  of  population,  namely  diphtheria,  3  ;  erysipelas, 
1;  scarlet  fever,  12  ;  and  enteric  fever,  1.  13  of  these  occurred  among  children 
of  school  age,  i.e.,  between  5  and  15  years.  The  three  cases  of  diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  months  of  April,  June,  and  October,  and  were  unconnected 
with  one  another,  all  three  were  slight. 

Of  the  12  cases  of  scalet  fever,  one  occurred  in  the  month  of  January, 
the  others  in  the  months  from  June  to  November  inclusive,  three  of  the 
cases  occurred  in  one  family  in  a  house  of  two  rooms  occupied  by  the  parents 
and  four  children,  the  smallness  of  the  accommodation  rendered  proper  isolation 
impossible.  The  case  in  January  occurred  in  a  large  tenanted  house,  at  one 
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time  a  busy  Inn,  and  caused  inconvenience  and  loss  to  others  besides  the 
members  of  the.  child’s  own  family.  In  these  two  cases  much  expense  to  the 
families  concerned  might  have  been  saved  if  it  had  been  possible  to  send  the 
little  sufferers  to  an  isolation  hospital. 

The  only  case  of  typhoid  occurred  in  a  house  in  which  there  was  a 
similar  case  four  }  ears  before,  no  defect  could  be  found  in  the  drainage  which 
was  relaid  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  at  that  time. 

The  case  of  erysipelas  was  a  slight  one. 

There  were  108  successful  primary  vaccinations  performed  by  the 
Public  Vaccinator,  exclusive  of  those  performed  by  himself  and  others  as 
private  practitioners  ;  the  number  of  births  was  117.  Of  the  cases  vaccinated 
13  were  old  postponements. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SYDNEY  G.  VINTER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March  31st,  1910. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  my  first 
annual  report  upon  the  work  carried  out  by  your  various  Committees  for 
the  year  ending  December,  1909. 

HIGHWAYS  AND  WORKS. 

During  the  year  plans  of  twenty  new  houses  have  been  submitted 
to,  and  approved  by,  your  Committee  together  with  one  street  plan,  plans  of 
conveniences  to  the  Wesleyan  Schools  and  Chapel,  plans  of  new  County 
Schools,  and  other  minor  plans. 

Certificates  for  the  occupation  of  newly  erected  houses  number  ten 
as  against  fifteen  in  1908.  The  condition  of  the  roads  has  been  receiving  the 
careful  attention  of  your  Committee  during  the  year  with  the  result  that 
several  very  necessary  improvements  have  been  made,  notably  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  surface  water  drain  from  the  Fire  Station  to  the  beach,  which 
has  resulted  in  preventing  flooding  of  Clarence  Place  and  the  surrounding 
properties  as  well  as  providing  an  adequate  outfall  for  the  storm  water  of 
that  neighbourhood;  the  construction  of  surface  water  drains  in  Union  Road 
and  Tamar  Street  has  also  been  carried  out,  though  in  neither  cases  are  the 
gullies  fixed  yet.  Your  Committee  sent  a  proposal  to  the  County  Council  for 
improving  the  footways  and  surface  drainage  of  Fore  Street,  which  being  a 
County  Road  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Council,  but  only  having 
offered  the  sum  of  £100  towards  an  estimated  expenditure  of  £565  your 
Committee  did  not  think  this  an  adequate  contribution.  I  hope  to  send  the 
estimate  for  further  consideration  with  my  annual  estimate  for  County  Road 
maintainence,  when  I  hope  a  better  result  will  be  obtained. 

During  the  year  several  stiles  and  crossings  have  been  drained  with 
pipes,  resulting  in  a  better  state  of  affairs  for  pedestrians,  others  requiring 
similar  treatment  1  hope  to  take  in  hand  during  the  current  year. 


10 


Another  improvement  made  in  the  year  was  at  the  entrance  to 
Borough  Lane  where  the  roadway  has  been  raised  to  obviate  the  very  steep 
crossfall  from  the  main  road  which  was  pre\’iously  very  dangerous  to  vehicular 
traffic  passing  at  this  point.  A  plan  with  sections  and  estimate  was,  during 
the  year  submitted  for  your  consideration,  of  the  piece  of  road  between 
Nelson  Street  and  Wellington  Street,  the  work  however  has  not  yet  been 
sanctioned,  an  alternative  having  been  suggested. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  make  a  start  upon  the  private 
streets  of  the  town  and  1  have  prepared  plans,  specifications,  and  estimate 
for  making  up  North  Road,  which,  in  point  of  width  is  the  best  street  in  the 
town,  the  plans,  etc.,  were  approved  by  your  Committee  and  notices  to  owners 
and  occupiers  of  property  have  been  served.  Whilst  speaking  of  private 
streets  may  1  draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  Albion  Road,  this  will 
be  the  only  approach  to  the  Schools  now  in  course  of  erection  and  I  would 
suggest  that  this  street  be  taken  in  hand  with  a  view  to  its  being  made  up 
before  the  Schools  become  used,  for  as  an  approach  it  is  hardly  passable  in 
its  present  condition. 

During  the  year  the  condition  of  the  pavements,  etc.,  of  the  streets 
within  the  town  have  been  under  consideration  and  I  hope  shortly  to  lay  before 
you  plans  and  estimates  for  putting  in  good  order  various  streets  and  lanes. 

I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  again  drawing  the  Committee’s 
attention  to  the  highly  dangerous  curve  at  the  top  of  Milestone  Hill  where 
one  nasty  accident  has  occurred  this  year. 


In  conclusion  I  would  thank  the  Committee  for  their  assistance  in 
carrying  out  my  duties  and  also  my  foreman  and  the  staff  employed  for  their 
loyalty  and  work. 


SANITARY  AND  GENERAL  PURPOSES. 

In  the  first  place  the  premises  we  now  occupy  as  Council  Chamber, 
offices,  and  store  were  entered  during  the  present  year,  and  are  in  every  way 
more  convenient  and  comfortable  than  under  the  old  conditions,  besides  being 
more  central  and  adaptable  for  carrying  out  the  business  of  the  town. 
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During*  the  year  there  has  been  no  serious  outbreak  of  infection 
which  in  a  measure  is  a  testimonial  to  the  good  sanitary  conditions  generally 
obtaining. 

Improvements  have  been  made  in  the  sewers  by  relaying  and  recon¬ 
struction  in  Macey  Street,  Tamar  Street,  and  from  Salamanca  Road  through 

the  National  School  premises  to  Barossa  Road. 

The  Committee  has  also  sanctioned  the  reconstruction  of  the  sewer 
from  the  Fire  Station  up  Antony  Road  as  far  as  Albion  Road,  towards  which 
the  Cornwall  County  Council  will  contribute  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  sewer  is  to  be  deepened  in  order  to  take  the  connection 
of  the  drains  of  the  new  schools. 

The  Committee  has  also  had  under  consideration  plans  and  estimate 
for  relaying  the  sewer  in  Union  Sreet,  work  1  would  suggest  be  undertaken 
in  the  near  future,  as  in  its  existing  condition  this  sewer  is  for  part  of  its 
length  little  better  than  a  septic  tank. 

Another  great  improvement  made  during  the  year  is  the  tipping  of 
the  town  refuse  well  away  from  any  public  highways,  and  doing  away  with 
the  numerous  complaints  received  during  the  time  the  tip  was  adjoining 
Pengelly  Hill. 

During  the  year  on  your  instructions  I  visited  Exeter  to  see  an 
exhibition  of  tar  spraying  of  roads  with  a  view  to  minimising  the  dust  nuisance 
upon  the  roads  and  would  suggest  that  in  the  coming  year  the  Committee 
allow  a  certain  amount  in  their  estimates  for  carrying  out  work  of  this  class. 

By  the  adoption  of  the  Amending  Act  of  1907  the  Council  have  had 
conferred  upon  them  more  powers  regarding  sanitary  matters  and  more 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  back  lanes  of  the  town  which  are  without 
exception  in  the  dirtiest  condition  imaginable,  though  no  action  on  the  part 
of  your  Committee  can  improve  matters  very  much  without  the  co-operation 
of  the  householders,  who  in  many  cases  from  my  own  observation  appear  to 
consider  their  back  lanes  the  fit  and  proper  dumping  ground  for  their  garbage, 
vegetable  and  animal  refuse  and  in  some  cases  even  slops  are  taken  past  the 
water  closet  and  thrown  out  into  these  lanes.  If  the  occupiers  of  houses 
were  to  take  a  more  intelligent  view  of  their  duties  to  the  town  and  their 
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neighbours  many  sources  of  discomfort  and  complaint  could  be  obviated 
without  the  interference  of  the  Local  Authority  and  in  no  case  is  this  more 
applicable  than  to  persons  who  are  in  the  habit  of  keeping  poultry  and  allowing 
them  to  stray  into  the  lanes. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  seventeen  premises  fumigated  by 
this  department  chiefly  after  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  the  above  does  not  include 
the  National  Schools  (Infants’  Department)  which  were  fumigated  after  an 
outbreak  of  mumps. 

My  report  book  for  the  year  contains  5(S  entries  for  properties  upon 
which  nuisances  existed  of  which  31  were  abated  and  others  are  now  in  hand. 


WATER. 

During  the  year  I  may  point  out  to  the  Committee  the  quantity  of 
water  at  the  Crafthole  Reservoir  has  been  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  town 
without  turning  off  and  restricting  the  hours  of  supply  excepting  in  cases  of 
repairs  to  mains,  etc.  As  to  quality  the  water  has  recently  been  analysed  by 
the  Chemical  Research  Association  and  the  result  may  be  considered  as  fairly 
satisfactory.  The  engine  and  pump  at  Crafthole  have  been  rather  expensive 
but  I  am  in  a  position  to  say  that  we  are  quite  ready  to  deal  with  this  year’s 
pumping.  The  increase  in  quantity  of  water  for  supply  is  mainly  due  to  the 
fact  that  many  serious  leakages  from  pipes,  mains,  and  fittings  in  the  town 
have  been  stopped.  In  February  last  it  was  ascertained  that  the  leakage  was 
4,200  gallons  per  hour  whilst  now  the  total  water  passing  in  the  night  hours 
is  950  gallons  per  hour,  the  saving  of  water  thus  effected  being  in  itself  almost 
a  supply  for  the  town.  To  enable  the  tests  to  be  made  the  Council  sanctioned 
the  purchase  of  a  6"  Deacon’s  Meter  with  the  result  that  the  consumption  is 
now  registered  night  and  day  and  any  variation  easily  accounted  for.  The 
whole  of  the  valves,  hydrants,  and  other  fittings  have  during  the  year  been 
examined  and  put  in  proper  working  order.  New  valves  have  been  placed  in 
the  mains  on  the  eastern  side  of  Fore  Street  which  results  in  a  better  control 
of  that  part  of  the  town,  a  greater  efficiency  in  the  case  of  fire  and  less 
discomfort  and  inconvenience  in  cases  of  repairs.  In  addition  to  many 
leakages  being  stopped  on  the  Council’s  property  there  have  been  during  the 
year  53  notices  issued  to  property  owners  re  defective  apparati  causing 
wastage  of  water.  A  further  means  of  saving  water  has  been  adopted  at 
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Crafthole  where  the  dam  bank  has  been  grouted  with  cement,  the  result  being 
greater  strength  and  a  much  cleaner  appearance.  I  would  suggest  that  in 
the  spring  a  further  strip  be  done  to  complete  this  work.  During  the  year 
mains  were  laid  to  the  back  of  Coldstream  Terrace  giving  a  much  better 
supply  to  these  premises  and  your  Committee  has  sanctioned  two  other 
extensions  for  the  present  year  which  are  in  hand.  The  result  of  your  various 
improvements  has  been  distinctly  felt  at  the  higher  levels  of  the  town  where 
the  supply  is  now  more  certain  and  the  pressure  much  increased.  Another 
notable  saving  of  expense  has  been  carried  out  at  the  “  Cambridge  ”  Fields 
where  the  Civil  Engineer  has  given  instructions  that  one  man  only  is  to  be 
responsible  for  cleaning  filter  candles,  thus  causing  fewer  to  be  broken  through 
inexperience. 

During  the  present  year  I  would  suggest  that  more  valves  be  fixed 
in  the  mains  west  of  Fore  Street  which  will  result  in  a  better  control  of  those 
mains. 


I  would  point  out  to  the  Committee  that  950  gallons  per  hour  now 
registered  by  the  meter  in  the  night  hours  is  not  all  wastage  but  includes  the 
night  consumption  at  the  Gas  and  Manure  Works,  the  Workhouse,  a  few 
flush  tanks  and  the  public  urinal. 

In  concluding  this  report  mention  must  be  made  of  the  Council’s 
plumber,  Woodhouse,  who  has  rendered  very  valuable  assistance  in  the  night 
inspections  and  the  general  carrying  out  of  the  work  of  this  department. 


LIGHTING. 

The  cost  of  keeping  the  public  lamps  in  satisfactory  working  order 
including  the  supply  of  gas  and  the  various  fittings  and  materials  is  given  below 
in  detail.  During  the  year  637  mantles  have  been  used  at  a  cost  of  £g  4s.  id. 
or  2S.  lod.  per  lamp;  396  globes  at  a  cost  of  ^2  19s.  or  iid.  per  lamp; 
133  forks  at  a  total  cost  of  4s.  or  aj'id.  per  lamp.  The  total  cost  of  gas  for 
the  year  as  per  the  amounts  paid  to  the  Gas  Co.  amounts  to  .^^126  16s.  3d.  or 
19s.  per  lamp.  In  the  sundries  account  Colza  oil  for  the  torch  cost 
IS.  8d.  ;  a  new  torch,  £i  17s.  6d.  ;  glass  for  repairs  to  lanterns  15s. ;  and  putty 
for  the  same  purpose,  is.  pd.  ;  gas  cocks  account  for  los.,  and  antivibrator 
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burners  fixed  in  special  positions,  £i  los.  gd.  ;  one  lamp  in  Carbeile  Road 
consumed  oil  until  the  month  of  May  and  during  that  time  the  cost  for  oil  alone 
was  6s  6d.  ;  the  total  cost  per  lamp  with  wages  of  lamplighter  works  out  at  a 
total  of  os.  3d.  per  lamp.  I  am  given  to  understand  that  at  the  time  the 
town  was  lighted  by  ordinary  burners  the  cost  was  approximately  £2  los.  8d. 
per  lamp  and  at  that  time  the  lamps  were  not  lighted  every  day  as  at  present, 
therefore  the  above  figures  may  be  taken  as  satisfactory.  The  number  of 
mantles  per  lamp  works  out  at  g’S  which  is  rather  an  excessive  number  but  it 
must  he  borne  in  mind  that  many  of  the  lanterns  are  very  defective  and  far 
from  wind  and  water  proof,  which  has  the  effect  of  ruining  the  mantles  every 
time  we  have  rain  or  wind.  During  the  year  your  Committee  sanctioned  the 
making  of  a  dozen  lanterns  in  our  own  workshop  for  which  purpose  extra 
labour  was  employed.  I  reported  recently  upon  the  cost  and  found  that  it  was 
practically  the  same  as  manufacturers  prices  and  undoubtedly  they  are  much 
better  made  and  much  more  lasting.  The  majority  of  these  lanterns  are  now 
fixed  and  I  hope  that  others  will  be  made  in  spare  time  and  I  confidently 
look  forward  to  this  year’s  consumption  of  mantles  being  very  much  below 
that  of  the  year  now  under  review.  A  new  lamp  was  during  the  year  fixed  in 
Clarence  Road  and  in  May  the  Gas  Co.  carried  a  service  to  the  lamp  in 

Carbeile  Road  (previously  oil  burner)  thereby  making  it  possible  for  the  Council 
to  improve  the  lighting  at  that  point. 

Your  Comn\ittee  have  under  their  consideration  the  question  of  the 
meters  being  provided  by  the  Gas  Co.  and  negotiations  are  now  progressing  in 
that  direction. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ROLAND  H.  BEAUMONT,  Assoc.  M.  Inst.,  C.E. 
Surveyor  and  Inspector. 


Council  Chambers, 

Torpoint,  January  1910. 
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